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Literary Analysis: Alexander Hamilton
	Hamilton is a musical on the life and times of Alexander Hamilton, an American Founding Father. The musical is an inspiration from Alexander Hamilton, a 2004 biography by Ron Chernow. The musical, which has been set out as a play has two parts, Act I and Act II. In the two sections, Hamilton’s life has been narrated from the beginning to the end. This paper seeks to analyze the literal bases of the acts. With act one taking precedence for this essay, issues such as the tone of the text, theme, character, voice, and setting will be discussed. Further, he essay will look at the motivation behind the characters, broader meaning of the text, and its implications to the society.
Alexander Hamilton
	Broadly, Hamilton is a literary piece of the genre, musical and that has been written in the English language. It has been set at approximately 1776 ad 1804 in New York in the era that Alexander Hamilton, a Founding Father lived. This is also the same era when there was the American Revolution. Most of the characters and stories on the characters have been told on Alexander Hamilton's point of view, with a few of the characters telling the story from their perspectives.  As such there are monologue elements and some other elements from a third party perspective. 
	Alexander Hamilton is the protagonist in the story. The antagonist is Aaron Burr.  As such it is essential that a brief historical perspective of the two main characters in act I am given to give much light that will be very necessary for the eventual analysis of the story. Alexander Hamilton, 1755/1757 – 1804, was a statesman and a Founding Father of the United States of America (Hamilton, 3). Hamilton is acclaimed to have been good at interpreting the constitution and founded the Federalist Party, the New York Post, and other achievements in the American political history.  Through his life, he served in law, politics and the military. He died in 1804v after a duel-gone-wrong with Aaron Burr, a friend turned foe (Fleming, 361). 
	Aaron Burr, 1756 to 1836, was the third Vice President of the country and served between 1801 and 1805 under Thomas Jefferson (Fleming, 381). Burr became a lawyer as well as a politician after serving in the army during the revolutionary war. He also served in the State Assembly in New York, as a New York senator, and lastly as a vice president. His political career ended with the shooting of his political rival, Alexander Hamilton in a duel in 1804 (Fleming, 361). 
Conflict in the Hamilton
 The primary source of conflict in the musical is the overarching hostility that is growing between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton. Both characters have the same interests in most of the ventures. From their brief history in the previous section, it is evident that they lived at around the same time, and both had interests in law and politics. In this light, it can be noted that they have almost similar political choices though Hamilton is always getting the upper hand. On the other side, Burr is behaving as a neutral party and chooses to keep quiet on most things. This is an issue that makes Hamilton very critical of Burr whom he accuses as lacking the requisite principles for various political positions; Hamilton dismisses Burr as a person who does not or cannot take a stand. The conflict between the two individuals is evident through the musical/play and goes on up to the moment that Burr challenges Hamilton to a duel that he accepts. Unfortunately, the duel turns fatal when Burr shoots and mortally injures Hamilton, who later succumbs to the gunshot. In this light, this paper posits that the duel serves as the climax of the Hamilton. 
Analysis
	A motif is a constantly repeated line in a piece of literature such as in a song or a poem. In the musical, Hamilton, motifs have been used to underpin some ideologies and political ideas. In the Hamilton, motifs can be said to have been used to clearly state the difficulties that Alexander Hamilton went through in his childhood. A good example of a motif is the line “How does a bastard, son of a whore…”, From this line one can be able to identify the difficulty in which Hamilton was born and brought up; essentially, it has been noted that Hamilton was born of a single parent and got orphaned at a young age before being adopted by a merchant (Hamilton, 24). 
Also, the motif line triggers a listener of the musical to think of the odds that Hamilton went through on his way to becoming the third vice president of the United States. Being born in poverty with no father, and soon losing his mother would have been postulated as a bad beginning to an ultimately terrible life. As a result of such a reflection, the line can act as an impressive piece that suffices as a mentoring piece to people who might think that their past may determine their future. Essentially, this paper asserts that from Hamilton’s story in the musical, it is possible to make in life. 
Aaron Burr, as a chief rival of Hamilton, is characterized as the main antagonist in the story and as the chief rival of Hamilton. From the constant repetition of "Aaron Burr, Sir," the importance of Burr in the musical is brought out. 

Death has been used in the musical to depict something worth fighting for. In his family, it is noted that people die young; Hamilton was orphaned as a young person. In his various narrations, he is used to death and is always talking about death which seems a non-issue to him. He loses his son and goes ahead to challenge Burr in a duel that leaves him dead. Looking at these happenings, it is evident that Hamilton lost his life fighting for something he thought was worthy. He was protecting his principles. Owing to his worry, and probably belief, that he would die young, Hamilton tried to utilize most of his time perfectly. He is seen as a hardworking person who will do everything to save time as he was always running out of time. 
Non-stop is a part that elucidates Hamilton's work and works ethics. As they returned to New York to complete their studies and also engage in law practice alongside Burr, Hamilton is seen engaging in his non-stop work practices. As a result, Burr gets frustrated and angered by the success that follows Hamilton. As a result of the work ethics again, he joins hands with John Jay and James Madison to write the Federalist papers in support of the United States Constitution. In New York, he works as a delegate at the United States constitution convention. After writing the Federalist Papers, he is then chosen by President Washington as the secretary of state. In this light, Hamilton has been able to showcase to the reader the essence of hard work and commitment. Out of his commitment, he was able to work his way through to becoming a respected Founding Father. 
Reflection
	Hamilton is a play that is downright inspiring. The musical plays the life of Alexander Hamilton from birth to his unfortunate death. Starting as an unfortunate child, born out of wedlock and orphaned early, he manages to work his way to meet some of the most influential people in America's history today. The Founding Fathers are fondly remembered for the role they played in the revolution and crafting of the American constitution. Hamilton is a symbol of success in this regard.

In the contemporary world, and especially in areas such as schools, where we are today, commitment to a course one believes in is very important. As a student, I posit that Hamilton's life is an eye-opener. Despite the situation, it is always possible to make it as along as one commits their time and concentrates on what is pertinent for that time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
Hamilton, the American musical on Alexander Hamilton is a literary piece that has been ingeniously created to reflect the life and times of one of America’s Founding Fathers. From the musical, one can be able to tell out various literary elements as has been discussed in the text. Further, the piece has been an inspiring text that can be used for motivational purposes. 
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